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The Attorney-General, immediately on the conclusion of
the reading, complimented the letter, and said there were
precedents for this. Both McCulloch and myself took ex-
ceptions to any tender or assurance that he would be the
nation's guest. I went farther, and questioned the expedi-
ency of tendering to the Pope the use of a public vessel. If,
a fugitive from political persecution, he fled to our ship, he
would be protected, but I was not prepared to advise the
inviting or giving him a passage to our country, nor did I
think it would give promotion to or in any way affect the
officer who should feel it incumbent to receive him onboard.
The answer which Mr. King had given was proper, and I
was not prepared to go beyond it.

Stanbery said on consideration there was more in this
matter than he had at first supposed. He thought the
subject should be well considered. The tender of a public
vessel he thought open to objection.

Browning was much opposed to the whole proceeding.

Seward endeavored to meet and parry the objections.
He said in answer to me that the Pope would not be a fugi-
tive, but would come as our guest, as Prince Albert had
done. I told him the Prince did not come in our vessel, and
as to the Pope's coming as a fugitive, I read a portion of Ms
dispatch, saying if he sought our flag as an asylum he would
be protected. That if he left Home it would be because of
a political revolution which made him an exita

He said we had given Queen Emma passage in a public
vessel. I said he carried her from the country and he had a
special object in doing so. I could see no good that would
follow to us by transferring the Pontificate from Rome
here

Stanbery said that the movements of the Pope had
made an epoch in history for more than a thousand years.

Seward declared he would come here, that he> could go
nowhere else. England wanted Mm to go to Malta, etc.

Browning had no doubt the English would retain him as
a prisoner, as they had Bonaparte.